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THE PUNGENT PUMPKIN POISONER
GAME BOOKLET
KEY FACTS

	No of People
	8-10

	% of Successful Solvers
	22%

	Adult Content Rating
	7/10

	Price
	FREE
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FILES

Instructions PDF File – 1.0 MB
Invitations PDF File – 2.0 MB
Investigation Components PDF File – 2.0 MB
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

THE PUNGENT PUMPKIN PROCESSING COMPANY
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ON

_______________________

LOCATION

_________________________________________

TIME


_________________

RSVP
TELEPHONE

_____________________

EMAIL

_____________________

ABOUT THE

PUNGENT PUMPKIN PROCESSING COMPANY

Formed exactly a year ago today, the company’s purpose is to develop and sell a diverse range of commercial and industrial products derived from that fantastic freak of nature, the Pungent Pumpkin of Tunga Wonga.

MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY

Clifton Curry



Managing Director

Professor Emmelius Bunsen
Research & Development Director

Lady “Beauty” Fading

Chairwoman and Chief Shareholder

Mavis Cheek 



Directors’ Secretary
COMPANY HISTORY

The first two Pungent Pumpkin products hit the marketplace earlier this year to tremendous acclaim.  Pungent Pumpkin Oven Cleaner can now be found in every respectable kitchen in the land, while Pungent Pumpkin Battery Acid has revolutionised the transport industry.  However the company is very excited by the imminent launch of their next two world class products, Pungent Pumpkin Athletes Foot Cream and Pungent Pumpkin Salami Sauce.
MARKETING

A fabulous launch campaign for these products has been created by Gigi Sparkle, creative force behind the “Sizzling Sex” marketing agency.  Gigi has successfully signed up top sports star Lloyd Lunchbox to be the new face of Pungent Pumpkin Products.  Soon Lloyd will be seen showing off his saucy salami on billboards all around the country.

SUPPLY

The continued provision of pumpkins to the company looks secure, due to the hard work and endeavours of Chief Supply Agent, Sir Hamish Hogwash.

FURTHER PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

A whole host of exciting new products are waiting in the pipeline, including such diverse items as Aftershave, Face Lift Cream, Cotton Dye and Rat Poison. 

A SELECTION OF ARTICLES FROM THE ARCHIVES OF

“THE DAILY CLOUT”

FROM THE SCIENCE SECTION

MUTANT PUMPKINS DISCOVERED

(published 18 months ago)

A strange phenomena has been noted on the remote pacific island of Tunga Wonga.  The island’s main form of vegetable life, the “Pungent Pumpkin”, has started swelling up to four times it’s normal size and has changed colour from it’s normal mellow yellow to an iridescent glowing purple.  By coincidence a foreign power has just started dumping waste nuclear fuel on the island.  A large portion of the island is owned by the Hogwash family.  Sir Hamish Hogwash, the amateur botanist, has had samples of the pumpkins delivered to his crumbling Yorkshire manor house so he can study them.  “They really are remarkable,” he told reporters yesterday.  “I intend to get Professor Emmelius Bunsen, the celebrated research scientist, to help me investigate their properties.  But I feel this could be the start of something BIG!” 



FROM THE GOSSIP COLUMN
BEAUTY AND HER BOY

(published 13 months ago)

Among the luxury yachts pulling into St Tropez harbour at the weekend was that belonging to Lady “Beauty” Fading.  The aging society beauty is attending the film festival with her latest find, young man about town, Clifton Curry.  Little is known about Mr Curry apart from his passion for fast cars and his reputation as a somewhat shady businessman.  Let us hope that Mr Curry lasts longer than Lady Fading’s previous “boyfriends”.  The current record is six weeks!


FROM “BUSINESS REVIEW”
“SIZZLING SEX” LAUNCHED

(published 6 months ago)

At a champagne breakfast launch this morning, the doors opened on the latest West End sales and marketing agency.  “Sizzling Sex Unlimited” is the brainchild

of international career girl, Gigi Sparkle.  Gigi, 28, who once headed the payroll at American fashion magazine “Swish”, declared her aim was “to put sizzle and sensuality into everyday products.”  When asked if trading as an unlimited company made good business sense, Gigi swiftly replied “Sex should never be limited!”  With a girl like that in charge, the agency should go far!


FROM THE COMPETITION PAGE

COMPETITION WINNER

(published last week)

The winner of the Daily Clout’s “Romantic Read” fiction competition is secretary Miss Mavis Cheek.  Miss Cheek won for her inspired composition entitled “What I would do in Mr Darcy’s breeches.” The judges confessed to being completely blown away by the descriptive power of this work. Miss Cheek wins a romantic novel, every month, for life.




FROM THE SPORTS PAGE

LLOYD’S LITIGATION VICTORY

(published 2 months ago)

Disgraced hurdler Lloyd Lunchbox finally had his reputation restored yesterday when his conviction for drug abuse was overturned.  Lloyd, known as much for the way he fills his lycra shorts as for his hurdling, tested positive for illegal substances after his silver medal win at the Commonwealth Games.  Since then he has been fighting to have the conviction overturned.  On the steps of Athletics House yesterday, Lloyd said “I am pleased to have finally been vindicated.  I now want to put all this behind me and focus on the next Olympic games.”  The Daily Clout wishes him well in his quest for gold.

THE CHARACTERS
In this game the character that each guest will play is decided at the beginning of the game.  The characters involved in the mystery are as follows.
SIR HAMISH HOGWASH, 60,
Chief Pumpkin Supply Agent

I am Sir Hamish Hogwash, aged 60, an amateur botanist living in a dilapidated manor house in Yorkshire.  The Hogwashes made their fortune in the eighteenth century owning a plantation on the remote pacific island of Tunga Wonga.  However since then a long line of gambling, ne’er do well Hogwashes have caused the family fortunes to dwindle.  I take after these ancestors.

My cousin lives on the plantation on Tunga Wonga.  Recently a foreign power has started dumping nuclear fuel on the island.  Since this began, the local “pungent pumpkins”, have been behaving strangely.  Knowing my botanic interests, my cousin sent me some pumpkins to experiment with.  Their properties were so astounding, I quickly realised that they had phenomenal commercial potential and I sent them to the famous scientist Professor Emmelius Bunsen to investigate properly.  The end result has been that the Hogwashes now earn their entire income from importing pungent pumpkins from Tunga Wonga and selling them to the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company.

PROFESSOR EMMELIUS BUNSEN, 46,
Research and Development Director

I am Professor Emmelius Bunsen, aged 46, a famous scientist who specialises in experimenting with vegetable matter.  In my youth I achieved a first class degree at Cambridge university with my thesis on “The importance of vegetable dyes in the textile industry”.  The textile industry remains my first love, and I am excited by anything that remotely involves cloth manufacture.

Sir Hamish Hogwash sent me some Pungent Pumpkins to dissect and experiment with.  I was astonished by the results.  This amazing vegetable has diverse and fantastic properties, and I have used them to produce an abundant range of products, all with tremendous commercial potential.

However, I myself am not businesslike.  I therefore sought help from my wheeler dealer step-brother, Clifton Curry, to help me set up in business.  The result is that I am now Research & Development Director at the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company and I own 24% of the company shares.

CLIFTON CURRY, 33,
Managing Director

I am Clifton Curry, aged 33, a young wheeler dealer businessman.  I am very commercially astute and streetwise.  I have a passion for fast cars, the high life, and beautiful women.

My step-brother, Professor Emmelius Bunsen, asked for my help in setting up a commercial concern to develop and sell products made from the Pungent Pumpkin.  I leapt at the chance to help him out.  However my step-brother and I could only contribute a certain amount to the financing of the business, and so we needed a backer to assist us.

Fortunately I have been building up a relationship with Lady Fading, a mature society beauty who also happens to be a wealthy divorcee.  She agreed to help finance our business.  I am now Managing Director of the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company and I own 24% of the company shares.
LADY "BEAUTY" FADING

(age unknown)

Chairwoman and Chief Shareholder

I am Lady “Beauty” Fading, a wealthy divorcee and society beauty who regularly appears in the pages of fashionable magazines.  I am not prepared to reveal my true age.  It is sufficient to say that I am of “mature” years and that these days a builder’s trowel forms part of my makeup routine.  It has even been rumoured that a famous cosmetics firm have started wondering if I really am worth it!  However I have an enormous zest for life, and I am always trying to recapture the days of my youth when men fell in love with me at every turn.

I have a country estate in Surrey, just outside the town of Slappiton Thycke.  I am partial to the high life, and even more partial to young men.  Usually I pick them up and discard them at an alarming rate.  However just over a year ago I met Clifton Curry, and for once I am the smitten one!  I have even been wondering if he is the man I will finally settle down with in my twilight years!

To show my commitment to him, I have provided the financing for his company.  I own 52% of the shares in the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company.  I am also the company Chairwoman.  However this really involves nothing more than attending a few board meetings and signing letters prepared for me by secretary Mavis Cheek.

MAVIS CHEEK, 32,

Directors' Secretary

I am Mavis Cheek, aged 32.  I have recently been employed as secretary to the directors at the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company.  Despite my meek and mild exterior, I am extremely efficient and intelligent, and like any good secretary, I can manipulate my bosses around my little finger.  This is just as well as they are not always very well organised!

I live with my aging mother in a small flat.  In my spare time I enjoy crocheting, reading Mills and Boon and composing my own romantic fiction.  I secretly dream of being whisked away by a tall, handsome, mature man, or becoming an independent business woman and leading a glamorous life.  Since starting with the company, I have been involved in extensive liaison with Gigi Sparkle, owner of the marketing agency that the company uses.  She is the type of high powered, seductive, career girl that I admire.
GIGI SPARKLE, 28
Creative Force behind the "Sizzling Sex" Marketing Agency
I am Gigi Sparkle, aged 28.  After taking a marketing degree at the London Business School and passing with top honours, I headed to Paris and obtained a buyer’s job with the fashion company “Chantal”.  From there I moved to New York and a marketing role with “Swish”, the cutting edge fashion magazine.  I became one of their most valuable employees and they were sorry to see me go when I went to set up the new international sales department at “Lustful Lingerie Ltd”.  Versatility is my middle name!
Recently I have taken the plunge and set up my own business.  Called “Sizzling Sex”, I specialise in providing raunchy advertising and marketing campaigns to put some sizzle into otherwise mundane products.  I have been called in to help the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company with launching their two latest products, an Athlete’s foot treatment and a salami sauce.  At great expense I have pulled off a coup and persuaded the super sexy sports star, Lloyd Lunchbox, to become the face of Pungent Pumpkin Products!
LLOYD LUNCHBOX, 25,

Super Sexy Sports Star

I am Lloyd Lunchbox, aged 25, star of the athletics track.  I have been training since the age of fourteen, and two years ago I took the silver medal in the 110m hurdles at the commonwealth games.  Unfortunately afterwards I tested positive for drugs and I was stripped of my prize.  Determined to prove my innocence, I went through a long court battle, and my conviction was finally overturned a few months ago.  I am now training extra hard, hoping to make a comeback in time for the Olympics.

I have agreed to Gigi Sparkle’s proposal to become the new face of Pungent Pumpkins.  It is not exactly my first choice of product to endorse, but the drug scandal has affected my marketability.  However I have been impressed with the diverse range of products the company is developing.

I am well known for the impressive way I fill my lycra shorts.  Gigi is planning to make this the focus of her campaign.

THE INVESTIGATION PANEL

The Investigation Panel will be helping Inspector Brown (when he materialises) to investigate the murder (when it occurs).  Made up of employees, associates and friends of the Pungent Pumpkin Processing Company, the panel will be using the Investigator Questions to interrogate the suspects, trying to discover their secret histories and find out what relationships they had with the victim.  The Panel will also be trying to interpret any clue objects that turn up during the investigation.  And, at the end of the game, they will be expected to voice their opinion as to who committed the murder, and why.
STAGES OF GAME

· Introductions

· The Murder
· Round 1 Preparations & Investigation
· Round 2 Preparations & Investigation
· Round 3 Preparations & Investigation
· Accusations

· Denouement

· Confession

The game should take approximately 2 hours to play. 
PURCHASE INFORMATION

All merrymurder games can be purchased online with a credit card.  Alternatively you can place your order online and then post a cheque.
DELIVERY INFORMATION

I aim to upload your game files to the merrymurder website and email you the link so that you can download them within 48 hours of receiving your order.  Usually it is within 24 hours.
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