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THE WOMAN IN THE IRON MASK
Subtitle:  THE “MURDER” OF MARIE ANTOINETTE
GAME BOOKLET
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You are invited to help unravel



On:

________________________________________

Location:
________________________________________

Time:

________________________________________

Tel:   

______________  Email: ___________________

RSVP

18th Century France.  Scared by outbreaks of violence, Louis XV has escaped Paris by accepting
Comte Cyrano de Bergerac’s offer of hospitality at Chateau Meutre on the west coast of France.

Accompanying him are his new wife, Marie Antoinette and his daughter, Princess Henriette.

But one night the Chateau is attacked by revolutionists.  And although repelled, two horrific discoveries are later made.  Marie Antoinette is found to be missing.  And lying in the chateau courtyard, by the new execution device “la guillotine”, is a body.  The headless corpse of chief lady in waiting, Madame de Spicable.  And at least one of the guests has blood on their hands… 

	Cardinal Mazarin
First Minister of France.
Ambitious Politician.


	Princess Henriette
Heiress to the throne.
Self willed young lady.

	Cyrano de Bergerac
Rich swash buckling adventurer.
Owner of Chateau Meutre


	Anna de Breuil
Cyrano’s mistress.
Mysterious beauty.

	Dr Guillotin
Physician to the rich.
Inventor of “la guillotine” 

	Madame Tussaud
Henriette’s tutor.
Gifted wax modeller.

	Captain Amorous de Spicable
Husband of the deceased.

Governor of “The Bare Rock Bastille”


	Quasimodo
Hunchbacked Simpleton.
Executioner at “The Bare Rock Bastille”

	La Voisin
Aged crone.

The most notorious witch in France


One or more of the above murdered Madame de Spicable.

You are invited to help

Madame de Pompadour
Cultured Courtesan.

The king’s one-time mistress.


BACKGROUND

Disturbed by the revolutionist activity in Paris (particularly the burning down of the royal waxworks in the palace museum), the royal family had accepted Comte Cyrano de Bergerac’s offer of hospitality at Château Meutre.  The royal party included:

· The king’s principal minister, Cardinal Mazarin

· The king’s  “Mistress en Titre” (principal mistress), the actress Madame le Drury
· Marie Antoinette’s chief lady in waiting, Madame de Spicable
· Dr Guillotin, fashionable Parisian physician.
Dr Guillotin, when not attending the royal family, spent his time building a  prototype of his new execution device, “La Guillotine”, to show Cardinal Mazarin. The guillotine was assembled in the courtyard of the château.
Cyrano de Bergerac’s mistress, the dazzlingly beautiful Anna de Breuil, was acting as hostess.

DEPARTURE OF MADAME LE DRURY

The royal party had been staying at Chateau Meutre for two months.  During that time it became apparent that the notorious womaniser, Louis XV, was very attracted to Anna de Breuil.  Much to Madame le Drury’s annoyance.  Things came to a head the night before last when Madame le Drury and Anna de Breuil had a blazing row.  Anna de Breuil emerged the winner and that night Madame le Drury fled from the Château.  No one saw her leave, but a letter was discovered in her bedroom saying that the king’s behaviour was intolerable and that she was going back to Paris.

ARRIVAL OF LA VOISIN

That particular area of France is rumoured to be the haunt of “La Voisin” , the country’s most notorious witch.  The ancient La Voisin is famed for her powers of prophecy and divination.  The superstitious King Louis had expressed a wish of hoping to meet her.  La Voisin turned up at the Château Meutre and, having commanded a room for the night, agreed to provide crystal ball readings for the assembled guests.  Once these divinations were over the entire household, unusually sleepy, retired to bed.
ATTACK ON CHÂTEAU 

In the early hours of the morning a disturbance was heard.  The Château came under attack, being pelted by stones and bricks.  The attackers were thought to be disillusioned peasants.  Soldiers from the Bare Rock Bastille, who were being employed to protect the château, fought them off.  But in the dark there was much confusion.

DISCOVERY OF BODY

When the attackers had fled, everyone assembled in the courtyard.  And there two horrifying discoveries were made.  First it was discovered that the queen, Marie Antoinette, was missing.  Then, by the side of the guillotine, was discovered the headless body of her lady in waiting, Madame de Spicable.  The guillotine blade was covered in blood and the head of the corpse was missing.

MADAME DE POMPADOUR’S ENQUIRY

Louis XV, a man who knows his own intellectual limitations, has taken action.  Firstly he has ordered his soldiers to scour the château and surrounding area for clues to Marie Antoinette’s whereabouts.  Secondly, Louis has sent to Paris for his former mistress, Madame de Pompadour.  Knowing her to be much more cleverer than himself, he has tasked Madame de Pompadour, renowned for her intelligence, wit and tact, to investigate Madame de Spicable’s death.  He has given her carte blanche in how she undertakes her task.  Madame de Pompadour has brought with her other mistresses of intelligence as well as some musketeers (for who knows how dangerous the killer might be).  Together they will be questioning the household to try and make sense of what has happened.
THE CHÂTEAUX AND BUILDINGS OF THE BARE ROCK DISTRICT
CHÂTEAU MEUTRE

Home of Comte Cyrano de Bergerac.  The royal guests were housed in rooms surrounding the courtyard.  To ensure privacy for the royal guests, all servants were housed away from the royal quarters.  Security was provided by guards from the Bare Rock Bastille.  Posted around the outsides of the Château, they were ordered to only let in people

that they recognised.

Dr Guillotin’s prototype execution device was assembled in the courtyard.

THE BARE ROCK BASTILLE

Three miles away from Chateau Meutre.  The governor of the prison is the former musketeer Amorous de Spicable.  The prison is deemed to be escape proof.  Built of bare stone, it is set on high cliffs at the extremity of a headland leading into the sea.  Jagged rocks mean that access to the shingle beach at the foot of the cliffs is impossible.  During exceptionally high tides, the shingle beach is covered.  Even so, each morning a security patrol is made around the cliff tops by Bastille staff.

The Bastille houses some of the most dangerous criminals in France, including political prisoners.  There are also suites of rooms for people who have been temporarily banished from court.

Executions are occasionally carried out at Bare Rock Bastille.  The method

is beheading, and these are carried out by Quasimodo with his trusty axe.

CHÂTEAU REVOLUTION

Eight miles from Château Meutre.  Home of the late Count Tumbrels.  Count Tumbrels was a former member of court and very wealthy.  Cardinal Mazarin, believing Tumbrels to be a leader of the revolutionists, banished him from court.   Because of his position, wealth, and ill health, Tumbrels was allowed to stay at Chateau Revolution, but forbidden to leave the district.
CHÂTEAU L’AMOUR

Ten miles from Chateau Meutre.  A gift from King Louis XV to his mistress, Madame le Drury.  Essentially a summer residence, the chateau is shut up in the winter and maintained by a skeleton staff.







THE CHARACTERS

THE CHIEF INVESTIGATOR OF THIS GAME CAN BE EITHER
MADAME DE POMPADOUR OR ATHOS THE KING’S MUSKETEER
MADAME DE POMPADOUR

FORMER MISTRESS TO THE KING AND CULTURED COURTESAN

I am Madame de Pompadour, aged 35, once the principal mistress of Louis XV.  I held the position for many years and in that time I had two illegitimate sons sired by the king.  I was able to hold Louis’ attention not only with my beauty, but also with my intelligence, wit, charm and tact.  I am a very cultured lady, having a broad range of knowledge and interests.

Although subsequent mistresses have supplanted my position in his bed, Louis still values me as an old and trusted friend.  Realising that I have not only the intelligence, but also the discretion to sort out affairs at Château Meutre, he has summoned me from Paris to investigate.  To assist me I have brought along other ladies from the court who are renowned for their intelligence.  It so happens that most of them have been Louis’ bedfellows too!  Sometimes at the same time!  And in case things get rough, I have also brought along some of the famed king’s musketeers.  Together we will be working to solve the mystery of Marie Antoinette’s disappearance and Madame de Spicable’s murder.
ATHOS

FORMER LEADER OF “THE FOUR MUSKETEERS”

I am Olivier d'Athos de la Frere, aged 46.  You may call me Athos.  In my youth I was the leader of "The Four Musketeers", the others being Porthos, Aramis and the young tearaway D'Artagnan.  Being the eldest, I acted as a father figure to them, advising them and using my brains and influence to keep them out of trouble.  However despite my seniority, I could still drink them all under the table!

I have now retired from the musketeers, though my loyalty to the king is unquestionable.  Because of this, and because of my intelligence, King Louis XV has summoned me from Paris to investigate the affairs that are occurring at Château Meutre.  To assist me I have brought along some of my musketeer friends.  And, because the King of France is famed for having the most beautiful and cleverest mistresses in Europe, I have brought along some of the ladies who have shared his bed.  Renowned for their intelligence, I am sure they will be able to help me solve the mystery of Marie Antoinette's disappearance and Madame de Spicable's murder.
CARDINAL MAZARIN
FIRST MINISTER OF FRANCE AND AMBITIOUS POLITICIAN
I am Cardinal Mazarin, aged 40, Chief Minister to Louis XV.  I obtained the role shortly before the king’s marriage to Marie Antoinette of Austria.  I succeeded to the position when the previous incumbent, Cardinal Richelieu, died in his sleep.  Richelieu was keen for the king to marry an English Princess, but when I became Chief Minister, I championed the Austrian match.  Cardinal Richelieu was an exemplary minister, and it is a hard act to follow.  Fortunately Louis XV gives me a free hand.  He is too busy bedding cheap, common whores like Anna de Breuil!  A vice, pox riddled harlot if ever there was one!

Managing France is a very difficult task.  Financing the court is hugely expensive.  Yet taxes are already high, and there is unrest among the common folk, with talk of revolution.  Fortunately the king’s marriage to Marie Antoinette brought in a very useful dowry.  This helped stave off bankruptcy for a while.  But the country’s books are now way out of balance again.  Unless the exchequer gets a huge cash injection, I foresee an uprising!
PRINCESS HENRIETTE

HEIRESS TO THE THRONE AND SELF WILLED YOUNG LADY
I am Princess Henriette, aged 19, the only legitimate child of Louis XV.  I am therefore the heiress to the French throne.  Until recently I was a very studious girl.  My tutor, Madame Tussaud, has been determined to make me the best ruler of France there has ever been.  Therefore since the age of 5, I have been set a punishing study schedule.  Fortunately I am very intelligent and hard working.  I am determined I will one day rule France and sort out its problems.

However recently I have leant that a balance must be struck.  All study and no play makes Henriette a dull girl!  Although I initially did not like Marie Antoinette, my new stepmother persevered at making friends with me.  And she introduced me to a new way of life that I had learnt nothing about in the schoolroom.  Masquerades.  Balls.  Dancing.  And Men!  For that I am extremely grateful to her.
MADAME TUSSAUD

PRINCESS HENRIETTE’S TUTOR AND GIFTED WAX MODELLER
I am Madame Tussaud, aged 58.  I am Princess Henriette’s tutor.  I have devoted my life to her education, having been at her bedside when she was born.  I am determined that she will be the best ruler the French people have ever seen.  My inspiration has been Queen Elizabeth of England.  In 1558 the Tudor queen inherited a ravaged country and restored it to greatness.  Princess Henriette will do the same.

I have set her a punishing education schedule.  Fortunately she is an apt and attentive pupil, and shares my ambitions.  Well, she did until recently.  Louis XV’s new wife, Marie Antoinette, has been a bad influence on Princess Henriette, encouraging her in frivolous and flippant pastimes.  I do not wish to sound harsh, but I am a forthright old woman who always speaks her mind.  I am glad the queen has gone missing!

I also have an unusual talent.  I am a gifted wax modeller.  Recently the king commissioned me to make life-size models of the royal family.  Himself, Marie Antoinette and Princess Henriette.  Unfortunately the revolutionists set fire to them!
AMOROUS DE SPICABLE

FORMER PLAYBOY MUSKETEER AND HUSBAND OF THE DECEASED
I am Captain Amorous de Spicable, aged 30.  I was originally one of Cardinal Richelieu’s musketeers.  I had three good friends.  We were collectively known as “The four musketeers”.  We were Amorous, Vicious, Callous and Dark Hearted.  We all got on well together, as we all had similar morals!  Unfortunately my three friends are all long since dead, having perished in fights.

I am now Governor of “The Bare Rock Bastille”.  Set on high cliffs at the extremity of a narrow headland jutting into the sea, the Bastille houses some of France’s most dangerous political prisoners.  It is often their last resting place, as we carry out executions there.  I was not a member of the Chateau Meutre house party.  I was summoned from the Bare Rock Bastille this morning to confirm that the headless body was that of my wife.

Although currently I have a nasty scar down my cheek, I am still highly attractive to women.  I enjoy playing the field.  However a while back one of my dalliances ended in a very different manner when I ended up marrying the bint!  Madame de Spicable, the dead woman, was my wife.  I quickly discovered that our marriage was a mistake.  My young wife had a shrewish tongue and was always nagging at me.  I am shocked by her death, but not that sad…
DR GUILLOTIN

PHYSICIAN TO THE RICH AND INVENTOR OF “LA GUILLOTINE”
I am Dr Guillotin, aged 50, a fashionable Parisian physician.  Small, bespectacled, earnest and smiling, I am often called to the royal court.  There I attend to the ailments of the nobility, prescribing relieving drugs for them.  However a kind hearted man, I am also prepared to care for more common folk should the opportunity arise.

I am extremely interested in politics and history, and have made an intensive study of both subjects.

Recently Cardinal Mazarin issued a request for designs for a more humane method of executing prisoners.  I came up with the idea of an execution machine, which I have called “The Guillotine”.  Basically the prisoner is strapped in a horizontal position.  Above his neck is suspended a blade which runs between two frames.  The blade is raised by a rope, then let fall. The blade cleanly and efficiently decapitates the prisoner causing instant death.

Cardinal Mazarin was very interested by my machine.  While staying at Chateau Meutre I have been creating a prototype in the courtyard.  Yesterday I demonstrated it to the cardinal and the king.
LA VOISIN

AGED CRONE AND THE MOST NOTORIOUS WITCH IN FRANCE
I am La Voisin, she of the black cowl, wild grey hair, crooked nose and magic powers!  I am the most famous witch in France!  Older than the hills and wiser than the stars!  Take care not to upset me - I have unlimited power at my fingertips.  My powers of prophecy are legendary.  I can gaze into your palm and foretell your future.  Or look into my crystal ball and betray your past.  Why, even the late, great Cardinal Richelieu, when he was a young man, consulted me.

Although I roam far and wide, this region of France is my home.  My reputation attracted royalty.  Louis XV himself came here, hoping to meet me.  I generously obliged and read the crystal for him.  Though whether he liked what I saw is another matter!  (Give a shriek of laughter)
CYRANO DE BERGERAC

IMMENSELY RICH, SWASH BUCKLING ADVENTURER
I am the Comte de Bergerac, aged 45, a poet and swashbuckler with a very large nose!  My first name is Cyrano.  In my youth I was very romantic.  However an unhappy love affair made me alter my priorities.  And now I am more interested in money than love!

I have led an adventurous life around the continent.  A daring swordsman, my adventures have resulted in me becoming very rich.  The constant presence of revolutionaries made the queen scared to stay in Paris, so I invited the royal family to come and stay with me and my mistress, Anna de Breuil, at the Château Meutre.

I have a pack of very fierce hunting dogs.  The King, Princess Henriette and I have taken them stag hunting several times in the last two months.
ANNA DE BREUIL

CYRANO DE BERGERAC’S MYSTERIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL MISTRESS
I am Anna de Breuil, aged 33, the dazzlingly beautiful mistress of Cyrano de Bergerac.  My allures are devastating.  No man can resist me.

My tastes are expensive and I love luxury.  I have only recently come to France, having been travelling abroad for some time.  However my past is no concern of yours.  In fact it would do you well to get on my good side.  For Louis’s current mistress, Madame le Drury, realising she was no match for my beauty, left Château Meutre in a fit of jealousy.  Leaving me free rein with the king…
QUASIMODO

HUNCHBACKED SIMPLETON AND DECAPITATION EXPERT
I Quasimodo.  I don’t know my age as I can’t count.  Quasimodo a poor orphan.  Was abandoned as baby outside Notre Dame Cathedral.  Good churchmen gave me home.

Quasimodo grow up a simpleton.  Also ugly and deformed.  Have hump on back.  Rang bells at Notre Dame.  But common people who come to church scared of Quasimodo.  Fortunately Quasimodo get good job elsewhere.

(Speak proudly)  Quasimodo now employed at Bare Rock Bastille.  Chief Executioner.  With his axe Quasimodo chop heads off bad people   Work under Governor Captain de Spicable.  Governor cruel to poor Quasimodo.  Mock and taunt him.  When Captain de Spicable summoned to Chateau Meutre this morning to see dead wife, he order Quasi to go with him.

Quasimodo also have another duty at Bastille.  Each morning at dawn without fail Quasimodo make round of Bare Rock Bastille cliff.  Peer over side.  Make sure nobody escaping.
INVESTIGATION PANEL

Madame do Pompadour will have help with her investigation.  She has brought from Paris a selection of the king’s cleverest mistresses and most loyal musketeers.  They will be helping her to question the suspects and search for clues.

Invitations will be supplied for the following characters.  You can pick and choose which ones you wish to be present for your game.

Louis XV, Madame de Montespan, Madame du Barry, Louise de la Valliere, D’Artagnan. Porthos, Aramis

THE QUEEN AND HER LADY IN WAITING

Marie Antoinette has been married to Louis XV for almost two years.  Of Austrian descent, she is a pretty young woman of 23.  No intellectual heavyweight, the queen enjoys extravagant balls, masquerades, clothes and dancing.  The cost of these is substantial and there has been rumblings of discontent from the common people whose taxes pay for these excesses.  The French also have no love for their natural enemies, the Austrians.  Several public verbal assaults had left Marie Antoinette scared of being in Paris, and it was her wish to come to Château Meutre.

She was accompanied by her chief lady in waiting, Madame de Spicable, a young but ambitious lady of 25.  Although compliant to those above her, Madame de Spicable was known to be a sharp tongued lady with an eye for the main chance.  She had recently ensnared in marriage the Governor of the Bare Rock Bastille, Amorous de Spicable.
STAGES OF GAME

· Opening Speech

· Introductions

· Round 1 Preparations, Investigation & Summary

· Round 2 Preparations, Investigation & Summary

· Round 3 Preparations, Investigation

· Quiz Sheet

· Explanations

The game should take approximately 3 hours to play. 

PURCHASE INFORMATION

All merrymurder games can be purchased either online with a credit card, or by completing the order form at the back of this booklet and sending it, along with a cheque, through the mail.

DELIVERY INFORMATION

I aim to upload your game files to the merrymurder website and email you the link so that you can download them within 48 hours of receiving your order.  Usually it is within 24 hours.

I know.  Poor Count Tumbrels spoke up about it.  And as a result Cardinal Mazarin banished him from court.  Although, because of Tumbrel’s ill health, he has been allowed to live at his Chateau Revolution home.  People say that Tumbrels is the mastermind and wealth behind the revolutionists.





Well we have had our Queen Marie Antoinette for almost a year now.  Not a success.  It’s not right seeing money being wasted on balls and masquerades when people are starving!





SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR





No wonder the queen is scared.  She must be cursing the day her mother arranged her marriage with Louis.  Although since then her mother has died and Marie Antoinette’s brother, Joseph, is emperor of Austria now.  They say he was violently opposed to the match, Marie Antoinette being his favourite sister.  Ah well, I hear the royal family have accepted the Comte de Bergerac’s invitation to stay at Chateau Meutre for several months.  Maybe they will find some peace there!





That is bad news for the English.  For financial and political reasons, Richelieu was urging King Louis XV to marry again.  After all those years of being a widow.  There were two possible partners.  A princess of England and Marie Antoinette, daughter of the Austrian Empress Maria Therese.  Richelieu preferred the English match, but I know Mazarin thinks an alliance with Austria will be more profitable.  I suspect the Austrian Archduchess might become our new queen!





SLEEPING


DRAUGHT








My dear!  Have you heard the news.  Cardinal Richelieu is dead!  Died in his sleep the other night.  He will never achieve his ambition of becoming pope now.  They say that the ambitious Cardinal Mazarin has already taken over his role of principal minister and adviser to the king.





APRIL LAST YEAR





MAY THIS YEAR





Shocking news!  The revolutionists have struck again!  Last night they broke into the Royal Museum and set fire to those beautiful lifelike waxworks of the royal family that Madam Tussaud sculptured.  And left a painted slogan.  Saying that next time it would be the real Royal Family they burnt!





PARISIENNE GOSSIP





AUGUST THIS YEAR





Chateau Revolution?  Isn’t that near “The Bare Rock Bastille”?  The home of the infamous “prisoner in the iron mask”.  Well, that’s what they say.  Been locked up for years apparently.  Although there is a rumour going around that some time ago the prisoner escaped!





I don’t believe it!  Poor Count Tumbrels has died in his sleep at his Château Revolution.  Still, he was in his eighties and a very ill man.  Probably being banished by Cardinal Mazarin finished him off.





JULY THIS YEAR





The man with the devastatingly beautiful woman on his arm?  That is the Comte de Bergerac.  A Frenchman who became an adventurer abroad.  He is immensely wealthy.  The woman beside him is his mistress, the mysterious Anna de Breuil.  Little is known about her, except that no man can resist her!





They say the Queen is getting frightened of being in Paris and wants to get out.  I don’t blame her.  There has never been any love between common French folk and the Austrians.  Do you know who that man is over there?  Splashing his money around like water!

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































� This game can be played with more people by enlarging the Investigation Panel.  However this will result in each Investigator having fewer questions to ask.  But everyone can still attempt to solve the murder.
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