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DEADLY DOMINOES PREDICTION EFFECT
Effect

You display an envelope containing a prediction before introducing the deadly dominoes to your helper.  The deadly dominoes feature seven murder weapons.  A gun, a spanner, an axe, a crossbow, a dagger, a length of rope and a bottle of poison.  By making a chain of dominoes, your helper selects two weapons at random.  Astonishingly these match the weapons in the prediction envelope.  The trick can immediately be done again, and this time different weapons are successfully predicted.

Preparation

Print off the deadly dominoes on the next two pages.  You may like to print them onto card.  Cut out all the dominoes then select one domino and secretly put it in your pocket.  For example, the axe/spanner domino.  Take a sheet of paper and write on it “Your domino chain will finish with an axe on one end and a spanner on the other!”  Seal this in an envelope.

Performance

Display the envelope and explain that it contains a prediction of something that will shortly happen.  Display the deadly dominoes to your helper.  Explain to him that you want him to make a continuous chain using all the dominoes.  He can line up the dominoes in any order providing that he follows the usual rule of dominoes in that dominoes next to each other must match pictures as shown below:
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He must also use all the dominoes.

When he has done this, point to the weapons at either end of the chain.  Point out that these weapons have been selected at random because you had no influence over how he decided to lay out the dominoes.  Then hand him the envelope to open.  The prediction will match the weapons at the end of the chain!

Pretend that the trick is over and start mixing the dominoes up.  While doing this, add back the domino from your pocket and secretly take another domino.  Offer to do the trick again.  This time write the prediction using the weapons on your new secretly stolen domino.  Because this time your prediction will contain different weapons, this makes the whole trick extremely puzzling.
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