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THE CUTTING IT KILLER
GAME BOOKLET
KEY FACTS

	No of People

	13-16

	% of Successful Solvers
	34%

	Adult Content Rating
	7/10

	Price
	£19.95


FILES

Instructions PDF File – 1 MB
Invitations PDF Files – 28 MB
Character Booklets PDF File – 7 MB
Clues, Questions, Mystery Witness & Confession PDF File – 2 MB
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[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]You are invited to help identify and arrest

THE CUTTING IT KILLER!
On:
____________________________________
Location:
____________________________________
[image: image7.wmf]Time:
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Tel:  
________________Email: _______________

RSVP


Zig Ziggini, 45, Top Celebrity Hairstylist, has been found murdered.  Stabbed through the heart with a pair of diamond tipped scissors at his exclusive “A Cut Above The Rest” London Salon.  Which one of his staff, associates or clients is responsible.

	Trudy Finnegan, 47,

Forceful, Feisty, Glamorous Daytime TV Star.  Zig’s Patron.


	Hazel Tones, 35,
Professional, Ambitious, Hollywood Make-Up Artist. Zig’s business partner.



	[image: image9.wmf]Jason Jazz, 23,

Good looking, Arrogant, Tight Butted Hairdressing Graduate.  Zig’s Protégé.


	Babs Bouffant, 49,

[image: image10.wmf]Mature, Old Fashioned, Much Passed Over Stylist.  Zig’s oldest friend.

	Lance L’Oreal, 33,

Drifting, Chemically Assisted “Colour Technician”.  Zig’s love interest. 


	Syria, 28,
Chest Implant Enhanced, Publicity Hungry Glamour Model.  Zig’s customer.


	Basil Bryl De Creem, 52,

Disgraced, Oversexed, Film Director.  The face of “Thatch Ya Patch” Hair Restorer.


	Sweep Clean, 33,

Obliging, Sharp Eyed, Cocky Young Lad.  Zig’s Receptionist.





Zig’s murderer is one of the above.  You are invited to help


Inspector Charlie Worthington

The Unorthodox Scotland Yard Detective
Discover Whodunit! 
THE VICTIM


Zig Ziggini originally owned a three man hair dressing establishment in Clapham, London, where one of his staff was Babs Bouffant.  His big break came when Babs persuaded him to enter a hairdressing competition on the popular daytime television show “Your Morning”, hosted by married couple Pritchard and Trudy.  Zig won the competition and his prize was the chance to style Trudy.  His banter with Trudy went down so well with the “Your Morning” audience that he was invited to become the regular stylist on the show.  Together he and the show’s makeup expert, Hazel Tones, would give glamorous makeovers to deserving “Your Morning” viewers.

Using his celebrity status, and backed by Trudy Finnegan, Zig opened his own upmarket salon in central London.  Called “A Cut Above the Rest”, it has been a great success, and Hazel Tones has recently joined her old colleague to become his new business partner.  Hazel was also incidental in introducing Zig to his new love interest, the young Lance L’Oreal.

With a very distinct way of talking and a flamboyant character, Zig was certainly a personality.  However he was also a very good friend, supporting Trudy when she divorced from Pritchard, and continuing to employ Babs in the new salon.  However in business his methods were not always orthodox.  Zig had very strong views on the subject of drug taking.

CRIME DETAILS

On the night of the murder a heavy fog hung over London.  The salon closed to the public at 6.00pm and most of the staff had left the salon by 6:30pm.  However Zig remained behind, as he had an appointment to style his patron, Trudy Finnegan, for an appearance at the “Women of Achievement” awards.  Trudy was not due to arrive at the salon until 7:30pm, and Zig spent the time doing some office work.

Also in the salon were Hazel Tones, Jason Jazz and Jason’s sister, dress designer Jennifer Jazz.  They were there to style and make up glamour model “Syria”, for the premiere of her latest film “Sweenetta Todd”.  They left just as Trudy Finnegan entered for her appointment with Zig.  Trudy’s appointment took two hours and she states that when she left the salon, at 9.30pm, Zig was very much alive.

Zig’s body was discovered by Jason Jazz and Syria shortly after 11.30pm.  Jason, who is having a relationship with Syria, accompanied the model to her premiere.  Afterwards the pair returned to Jason’s flat above the salon.  Whilst searching for champagne in the salon refrigerator, they came across the dead body of Zig Ziggini and raised the alarm.

THE BODY

Zig was lying on the salon floor in what can only be described as a bloodbath.  A pair of diamond tipped scissors had been savagely thrust through his heart.  There were also shards of broken glass around the salon, and a cloying, sickly sweet fragrance in the air.  A map of the salon is attached.

INVESTIGATION
Inspector Charlie Worthington of Scotland Yard has been assigned to the investigation.  After preliminary interviews with those people connected to the salon, the Inspector has deemed eight people to be particularly suspicious.  Convinced that these people are suppressing valuable information, the Inspector is certain that one of them is Zig’s murderer.  The suspects are:

	Trudy Finnegan, 47,

Forceful, Feisty, Glamorous Daytime TV Star.  Zig’s Patron.


	Hazel Tones, 35,
Professional, Ambitious, Hollywood Make-Up Artist. Zig’s business partner.



	Jason Jazz, 23,

Good looking, Arrogant, Tight Butted Hairdressing Graduate.  Zig’s Protégé.


	Babs Bouffant, 49,

Mature, Old Fashioned, Much Passed Over Stylist.  Zig’s oldest friend.

	Lance L’Oreal, 33,

Drifting, Chemically Assisted “Colour Technician”.  Zig’s love interest. 


	Syria, 28,
Chest Implant Enhanced, Publicity Hungry Glamour Model.  Zig’s customer.


	Basil Bryl De Creem, 52,

Disgraced, Oversexed, Film Director.  The face of “Thatch Ya Patch” Hair Restorer.


	Sweep Clean, 33,

Obliging, Sharp Eyed, Cocky Young Lad.  Zig’s Receptionist.




With the help of an Investigation Panel made up of staff, customers and associates of the salon, Inspector Worthington hopes to straighten things out and unravel the mystery.





THE CHARACTERS
The final page of each invitation will inform the recipient of the character that you would like them to play, along with a detailed description of that character’s background.  So you know the kind of roles that you will have to assign to your guests, copies of those backgrounds are reproduced here.  Although no one will play the part of the victim, Zig Ziggini, I have also included his background for completeness.
ZIG ZIGGINI, 45,
The Victim
Originally owning a three man hair dressing establishment in Clapham, London, Zig's big break came when he won a competition to style Trudy Finnegan on the popular daytime TV show "Your Morning".  This led to him becoming the regular hairdressing expert on the show and, with makeup expert Hazel Tones, Zig would give glamorous makeovers to deserving "Your Morning" viewers.

Using his celebrity status, and backed by Trudy Finnegan, Zig opened his own upmarket salon in central London. Called “A Cut Above the Rest”, it has been a great success, and Hazel Tones has recently joined her old colleague to become his new business partner. Hazel was also incidental in introducing Zig to his new love interest, the young Lance L’Oreal.

With a very distinct way of talking and a flamboyant character, Zig was certainly a personality. However he was also a very good friend, supporting Trudy when she divorced from her husband Pritchard, and continuing to employ his old colleague Babs Bouffant in the new salon. However in business his methods were not always orthodox. Zig also had very strong views on the subject of drug taking.
TRUDY FINNEGAN, 47,
Forceful, Feisty, Glamorous Daytime TV Star.  Zig's Patron.
You are Trudy Finnegan, aged 47. You used to be one half of the TV couple “Pritchard and Trudy”. The pair of you used to present “Your Morning” on daytime television. However the show finished when you and Pritchard divorced some months ago. There is intense press speculation as to why the pair of you split up, but neither you nor Pritchard have ever commented on the reason. However there is a popular rumour that Pritchard had a mystery woman on the go.

After the divorce you disappeared from public life for three months, before suddenly turning up at a show business gathering, dressed to the nines and sporting a killer hairstyle which became known as Zig’s Zag. You got lots of public support, and numerous articles were written about you picking up the pieces after a failed relationship. You are also causing a scandal at the moment by having a relationship with footballer Andy Scores, who is twenty years your junior!

You lent Zig Ziggini some of the capital to set up “A Cut Above the Rest”. You have also persuaded lots of your show business friends to go to the salon.

You are currently presenting a consumer affairs programme on television called “Consumer Crusade”. 
JASON JAZZ, 23,
Good Looking, Arrogant, Tight Butted Hairdressing Graduate.  Zig's Protege.
You are Jason Jazz, aged 23, a very good looking, shrewd, streetwise lad. You graduated as top student from the Manchester College of Hairdressing. You are not shy about mentioning this, and some people think you are arrogant. After leaving college you applied for a position with Zig Ziggini. He was so impressed with your portfolio and skills that he took you on at once. Zig is even allowing you to represent his “A Cut Above the Rest” salon at the forthcoming “London Hairdresser of the Year” show. Babs Bouffant is not impressed by this.

You enjoy pubbing and clubbing in the hot nightspots of London and are not averse to taking the odd pill to make your night more enjoyable. While out one night you were picked up by the notorious man eating “glamour model” Syria. The two of you have become a sort of item. She is impressed by your taut little butt, particularly the way it looks in your leather trousers.

There is a flat above the salon. Zig has allowed you to rent it.
SYRIA, 28,
Chest Implant Enhanced, Publicity Hungry, Man Eating Glamour Model.

You are Syria, aged 28, a backstreet girl who has made it big. After a tough homelife, you ran away to London at the age of sixteen. Your first few years in the city were tough, and you do not like to talk about them. However they taught you to distrust men. At the age of 20 you walked into the offices of “Buxom Babes” magazine and demanded to become a glamour model. You used your glamour earnings for a breast enlargement operation. This made you even more popular so eventually you had another one. Using your enhanced chest, you threw yourself at footballers and racing car drivers, often bedding more than one in a night. You did not care for them, but you wanted the publicity. You soon became a celebrity in your own right.

An appearance on the reality TV show “Get me out the jungle” gave you more credibility. You are now having a relationship with Film Director Basil Bryl De Creem, and have taken the lead in his latest film “Sweenetta Todd”. You hope to prove to the critics that you are a serious actress. In the meantime you are also having a bit of a fling with Jason Jazz.
BASIL BRYL DE CREEM, 52,
Disgraced, Oversexed Film Director.  The face of "Thatch Ya Patch".
You are Basil Bryl De Creem, aged 52, a film director. You used to be BIG in Hollywood, and were well known for your blood and gore “slash” movies. However a scandal caused your career to collapse, and you are now working in Britain, hoping to make a comeback. Syria is the leading lady of your new film “Sweenetta Todd”, a very loose reworking of “Sweeny Todd the Demon Barber of Fleet Street”. It is rumoured Syria obtained the role through offering you sexual favours on the casting couch. You like large chested, dominant women, and during the filming of Sweenetta Todd, you and Syria have been having an affair.

Despite your years, you have a very luxurious, virile looking head of hair. You claim that this is a result of using the miracle hair restorer “Thatch Ya Patch.” You have become the face of “Thatch Ya Patch” and have signed a lucrative marketing contract with them. You have visited Zig Ziggini at the salon several times for confidential business reasons.
BABS BOUFFANT, 49,
Mature, Old Fashioned, Much Passed Over Stylist.  Zig's Oldest Friend.
You are Babs Bouffant, aged 49. A hairdresser all your working life, you were part of Zig Ziggini’s team when he was operating a three man establishment in the backstreets of Croydon. When “Your Morning” announced that they were running a competition for hairdressers, and the winner could style Trudy Finnegan, you persuaded Zig to enter. Zig was so popular with the “Your Morning” audience that he became the regular stylist on the show and his career really took off.

You are becoming disillusioned with the hairdressing profession. Zig had promised you that you could represent the salon at the forthcoming prestigious “London Hairdresser of the Year” competition. He then broke that promise by saying Jason Jazz should have the honour instead. You are also not enamoured with Zig’s latest love interest, Lance L’Oreal. And to top it all, you are not getting on with Zig’s new business partner, the makeup and colouring specialist Hazel Tones. You feel that she is only interested in money.

To try and cheer yourself up you have recently treated yourself to one of the new nifty “Hyper Hot Wheels” sports cars.
HAZEL TONES, 35,
Professional, Ambitious, Hollywood Makeup Artist.  Zig's Business Partner.
You are Hazel Tones, aged 36, a makeup expert. You left Britain to go to Hollywood where you worked in the movies. You often worked with Lance L’Oreal, and the pair of you became good friends.

Returning to Britain, you obtained a position as chief makeup artist on “Your Morning”. When the show’s presenters, Pritchard and Trudy divorced, the show finished. You worked on other projects for a while. However recently you have become Zig Ziggini’s new business partner. You have brought new capital to “A Cut Above The Rest” and you are enlarging their services by offering makeup as well as hair styling.

For the two weeks before Zig’s death you were laid up in bed with flu. You only returned to the salon on the day of the murder.  
LANCE L'OREAL, 33,
Drifting, Chemically Assisted "Colour Technician".  Zig's Love Interest.

You are Lance L’Oreal, aged 32. Originally from California, you are a bit of a drifter. You took film studies at college and eventually found a job in Hollywood helping to produce blood and gore effects for films. Basil Bryl De Creem used to say you were the best blood mixer in the business. In Hollywood you became friendly with makeup artist Hazel Tones.

Experimenting with dyes and colours, you came up with the idea for Colour Charisma, a hair colourant made from American plant extracts. When the entire cast of “Your Morning” came over to Hollywood on a jaunt, your old friend Hazel Tones introduced you to Zig Ziggini. Zig fell for your cute good looks and the two of you ended up becoming an item. While in LA you had become addicted to drugs and Zig helped you to come off them.

You now live with Zig. He has helped you to develop Colour Charisma and it is now an exclusive product of the Ziggini salon. You also have a small development room at the salon, where you can often be found working late into the nights on new ideas for hair products.

On the night of the murder you spent the entire evening at “The Juicy Jackpot” casino.
SWEEP CLEAN, 33,
Obliging, Sharp Eyed. Cocky Young Lad.  Zig's Receptionist.
You are Sweep Clean, a lively, sparkly eyed, alert young man. Despite being 33, you look about 24. You recently become the receptionist at Zigginis. You were employed by Hazel Tones.

Always willing to oblige, you do not mind turning your hand to mundane tasks, like sweeping the floor and making cups of coffee. You are very much a people person, liking to get to the bottom of a person. Your probing questions are masked by your friendly manner and people find themselves confiding very intimate things to you. However, you do not reciprocate, and nobody at the salon has been able to get you to open up about your background. Although sometimes when you speak there is a slight hint of an American twang….
DETECTIVE INSPECTOR CHARLIE WORTHINGTON
Unorthodox Scotland Yard Detective
You are Detective Inspector Charlie Worthington, one of Scotland Yard’s top detectives. You have risen trough the ranks from your origins as a police constable patrolling the streets of south London. Especially proud of your appearance, as a constable you used to get your hair cut and styled at Zig Ziggini's three man establishment in Clapham. This was long before Zig became a TV star. As you were therefore vaguely acquainted with the victim, it was decided that you were the ideal detective to investigate the case.

You are known for your unorthodox methods of investigating crimes. From your preliminary interviews with people connected to the “A Cut Above the Rest” salon, you have identified eight characters who you deem to be particularly suspicious. You are sure that they are holding back information and that one of them is Zig’s murderer. You have therefore assembled them, and, assisted by an Investigation Panel made up of other salon staff and associates, you are going to question them and hopefully unmask the killer. You also hope to discover some hair care tips as well!
THE INVESTIGATION PANEL
You are invited to form part of the Investigation Panel who will assist Detective Inspector Worthington to investigate Zig Ziggini’s murder. Made up of friends, customers and employees of the dead man, the panel will be questioning the eight salon suspects in an attempt to throw light on Zig’s death. You will be probing them, trying to catch them out in lies, discover their secret histories, break their alibis and discover both the relationships they had with the dead man, and the relationships they are having with each other!

As a member of the panel you will also be discovering clue objects. And you may be requested to take on the role of a “Mystery Witness”. These characters pop up throughout the game to offer unexpected evidence, usually to the suspects’ discomfort!
MYSTERY WITNESSES
Mystery Witnesses are characters who pop up for one round only.  Played by members of the Investigation Panel, they usually offer unexpected (and often unwelcome) evidence!  The mystery witnesses in this game are:

Mrs Goingray – an irate customer

Jennifer Jazz – an up and coming dress designer

Dr Luke Deep – fashionable Hollywood Hypnosis Doctor

Pritchard – Trudy’s ex-husband

STAGES OF GAME

· Opening Speech

· Introductions

· Round 1 Preparations, Investigation & Summary

· Round 2 Preparations, Investigation & Summary

· Round 3 Preparations, Investigation & Summary

· Round 4 Preparations, Investigation & Summary

· Protestations of Innocence

· Accusations

· Denouement

· Confession

The game should take approximately 2½  to 3½ hours to play. 
PURCHASE INFORMATION

All merrymurder games can be purchased online with a credit card.  Alternatively you can place your order online and then post a cheque.
DELIVERY INFORMATION

I aim to upload your game files to the merrymurder website and email you the link so that you can download them within 48 hours of receiving your order.  Usually it is within 24 hours.
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MAP OF THE “A CUT ABOVE THE REST” HAIR SALON
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� This game can be played with more people by enlarging the Investigation Panel.  However this will result in each Investigator having fewer questions to ask.  But everyone can still attempt to solve the murder.





